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IX. YERUSHALMI Rosa HaAsHanad 2:1 


IF THEY [IN JERUSALEM] ARE NOT GOING TO RECOGNIZE HIM, THEY [IN HIS OWN 
TOWN] SEND ANOTHER WITH HIM TO GIVE EVIDENCE ABOUT HIM. AT FIRST 
THEY WOULD ACCEPT TESTIMONY CONCERNING THE NEW MOON FROM 
EVERYBODY. 


1:1: Said R. Jonah, “It should have been necessary to frame matters in 
the following way, [reversing the clauses’ order]: At first they would 
accept testimony concerning the new moon from everybody. If they [in 
Jerusalem] are not going to recognize him, they [in his own town] send 
another with him to give evidence about him.” Said R. Yosé, “Even in 
accordance with [the order of] our Mishnah the formulation is 
acceptable: If they [in Jerusalem] are not going to recognize him, they 
[in his own town] send another with him to give evidence about him. 
Why so? Because At first they would accept testimony concerning the 
new moon from everybody. Once the minim had spoiled matters, they 
made the rule that messengers would go forth. 


1:2: And is the statement of one witness sufficient? “From your own, it 
is given to you:” since legally witnesses are not necessary, and they 
said that witnesses are necessary, they said that the statement of one 
witness is sufficient. Can one witness be relied upon like two? How 
can this be? If there was one who knows his own handwriting and the 
handwriting of his fellow, and one whom no one except his fellow 
knows, is his fellow combined with one from the street to testify of 
him? Zeira [in the name of] Rab Huna in the name of Rab: “He and 
another are not combined [to testify] concerning the signature of the 
second witness.” 


1:3: Do those who know the witnesses to the appearance of the moon 
profane the Sabbath on their behalf? 


ONCE THE MINIM HAD SPOILED MATTERS, THEY MADE THE RULE THAT THEY 
SHOULD ACCEPT TESTIMONY ONLY FROM THOSE WHO ARE RECOGNIZED. AT 
FIRST THEY WOULD KINDLE FLARES. 


II:1: And how did they spoil matters? That they used to say, “The 
Festival of Weeks [always] follows the Sabbath,” and they used to go 
out on it while it was still evening with the presumption that it would 
be sanctified. 


